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duties well. The third year his restless nature began to
develop itself. Change, novelty, new schemes were intro-
duced. He first wanted the European Squadron when it
was given to Farragut. Later the party intrigues and
Presidential movements enlisted him. He had fostered a
factious clique at Annapolis, and began to use the officers
for himself and purposes. I did not accord to him full
sway, for I perceived his error. Among others he had
Walker, a nephew of Senator Grimes, in the academic
staff. I regretted the necessity of ordering Walker to the
Academy, for I knew the use that would be made of him,

Secret movements soon commenced against the De-
partment, and Grimes began to change his views. Walker
came to Washington every few days, and Grimes became
distant, changed his views, had new schemes such as he
once disapproved. His broken health subjected him more
entirely to the malign influence that was brought to bear
upon him. Walker was the unconscious dupe and tool of
Porter, and Grimes, in his feeble health, was subject to
that influence.

When Farragut returned, and the time had arrived for
Porter to have the European Squadron, as he had requested,
he asked to be excused; said his health was so impaired he
could not discharge the duties; the routine at the Academy
was pleasant and beneficial to an invalid who could not
perform other duties. All of which I understood and was in
no sense deceived. Though still obsequious to me, he was
paying his court in another quarter. Grant was likely to
be elected President and he had volunteered to testify
to Grant's total abstinence, which by his published stand-
ard deserves reward. He had been accustomed to say to
me that Grant was nothing unless associated with Sher-
man, whom of the two Porter admired most; that together
they made a great general. Latterly nothing is said of
Sherman. Gradually his calls on me have fallen off. His
visits to Washington have been frequent during the fall
and winter, but I have seen him only two or three times.